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JfiE U/E/*THEF*.
The official forecasts for to-day indicate that

tt will be warmer. Raiu, and southerly winds.

Tillman must feel at times as if he
had sat down on the tines of his own

pitchfork.
The abolition of the tenement is the

chief desire of President Wilson, of the
Health Board.

The Assembly seems anxious to raze

certain City Hall buildings, but not to
raise a new City Hall.

The easy Boss maintains his ineffa¬
ble smile although five hundred toma¬
hawks are out against him.

Weyler will be a wailer when he dis¬
covers that the Cuban insurgents can¬

not be crushed by intimidation.

Emperor Wilhelm has got caught by
the usurers, despite the fact that there
is a law against usury in the German
Empire.

Teddy as a Monroe Doctrine com¬

mentator will excite interest in inter¬
national circles. Has he Presidential
aspirations?

Not even the "peace dinners" of Gov¬
ernor Morton seem likely to appease
the wrath of the Republican factions
against each other.

It is pleasing to hear that the pres¬
ent Congress proposes to pass liberal
appropriations for new ships and coast
defences. But when?

Mr. Croker says he will be back in
time for the Autumn campaign. But
the Republicans talk about inaugurat¬
ing a revolution before then.

The Brooklyn gentlemen who are

clamorous for resubmission are going
to feel anything but submission when
Consolidation is voted next week.

In less than three weeks the Legisla¬
ture will be on the defensive against
all the cities of the State, if it con-

MnueS its present illiberal campaign.

Dr. Parkhurst's expression of his be¬
lief that Boss Piatt and Boss Croker
are in close communion will bring no

answer. The great bosses do not talk,

John L. is said to be out of danger,
' *vill soon be on the road again.

his "*orts to
rain when he gets on one.

.
at ifeiiisi. until he reaches his destina¬
tion.

THE ASSAULT ON THE CITIES"
A revolution is In the air, and it is

not in the direction of Home Rule.
F ar from it. It tends to increase,

A rather than to diminish, the servitude
of the cities to the Legislature. It is
another advance toward the complete
assumption of rural rule over the
dwellers in cities. The evil so long
foretold, so often prophesied, is/ in
process of accomplishmenL A party
flushed with success, and reckless of
the future, aims at enslaving city
voters. So bold has it become that it
indulges in few disguises of its pur¬
pose. The cause of Home Rule for
Cities excites its hilarity. It believes
that the hour has come for striking it
a final crushing blow. The Conunissions
for City Charters for second and third
class cities, in proposing certain re¬

markable ohanges, have startled the
whole State. Even the staid and lym¬
phatic hayseed statesmen, who will be
compelled to support this strange
move, have been moved from their
equilibrium by the astounding propo¬
sitions which would have been quali¬
fied as revolutionary by every citizen
who had not ceased to love liberty
in the France of Napoleon the Third.
There is a certain striking analogy

between the Imperial measures which
struck down the freedom of France
under the "Brummagem" Napoleon and
the so-called "Republican" acts pro¬
posed in the New York State of 1896.
The first thing sought under Napoleon
was the lessening of the independ¬
ence of the cities. It is the prin¬
cipal thing aimed at here also.
In France the Prefect of the De¬
partment seemed to have acquired a

right to meddle with everything mu¬

nicipal. Jn New York the Governor is
to have the power of removing any
Mayor who does not suit him. Here is
a disregard, contemptuous and arbi¬
trary, of the popular will In a commu¬
nity which certainly ought never to be
sanctioned by legal enactment in any
American State. Then the Governor is
to have the appointment, "with the ad¬
vice and consent of the Senate," of a

Board of Commissioners which shall
ha\ e general, critical and* advisory
powers over all local municipal gov¬
ernments.
This is State interference carried to

the topmost oinnacle of peril. Cities
like Albany and Rochester, Syracuse
an 1 Tr®y, forsooth, are to be taken in
tutelage, and their voters are hardly
to be allowed to call their souls their
own. Phis board is to have intermedi¬
ary functions between the cities and
the Legislature; it would criticise all
legislation proposed foi^ cities, and it
will be.if, unhappily, the revolution

is consummated.a perpetual investi¬
gating committee, ready at all hours
to lay bare the secrets of every mu¬

nicipal office. And who knows but
that It will have little Brer Lexow as

permanent investigator in chief?
These Commissioners extraordinary

would constitute the real government
of such cities as Auburn and Bingham-
ton and Dunkirk, Elmira and Ithaca
and Jamestown, Lockport, Long Island

City and Ogdensburg; Oswego, Pough-
keepsie and Schenectady; Utica and
Watertown and Yonkers. It would not
be an honor, but a humiliation, to be
Mayor of any of these places, because
the Mayor would be simply the puppet
of the Governor. All these cities
would have "bi-partisan" police boards,
under this astounding bill, but, parti¬
san or non-partisan, the police com¬

missions, like everything else munici¬
pal, would be the creatures of the per¬
petually investigating Board of Com¬
missioners, which would possess al¬
most as much power as an Italian "po-
desta" of the Middle Ages.
There is a storm brewing. Such

strange, un-American legislation can¬

not be passed without a great struggle.
The dwellers in cities will not accept
with folded hands the complete nega¬
tion of Home Rule. In a few days a

formidable opposition to this enslave¬
ment of three-fourths of the cities in
the State will be developed.

It was an evil day for the party now
in power when it began to discuss
means for making the cities shoulder
the extravagant expenses created by
the rurals.

NOT A DIGNIFIED POSITION.
It is not creditable to the dignity of

the first city of the United States that
its Mayor should make a wager over

charges of the most serious nature

against his administration, particularly
when those charges are made by an

irresponsible political trickster like
Thomas C. Piatt. It is less creditable
that the Mayor should be "called
down" by a mountebank degraded
from a race-track tout to the dirtier
work of a go-between in ward politics,
supported only by his own affidavit
and those of a couple of even lower
place hunters.
Nevertheless the Mayor, having made

his bluff, is bound to see it through;
and, in order to see it through, he
must investigate the charges made in
the affidavits that tue Secretary of
the Republican County Committee has
seen fit to accept, ex-officio, while hav¬
ing every opportunity to know the
character £>f the men who swore to
them. I'he Mayor has promised to
make such an investigation; and he de¬
clares that if he finds the charges true
ho will pay down his money. That
will *iot add any to the dignity of his
position in the matter, and it will please
the enemies of decent government im¬
mensely.

If the promised investigation leads
to proof that Mr. Job E. Hedges and
Mr. William Brookfield had any politi¬
cal traffic at all with Berliner and his

men, we trust that the Mayor will de¬

prive his secretary of office, and see to
it that the other is discredited even in
Republican political circles. Unless
there is corroborative evidence to sus¬

tain the affidavits submitted by the

Secretary of the Republican County
Committee, however, they are not

worthy of the slightest consideration,
even though the Mayor has foolishly
bound himself to investigate them.

Senator Stewart says he will put a

free silver amendment on every silly
bill offered in the Senate. This means

that the session will last long past the
heated term.

THE DUNRAVEN REPORT.
The studied diplomatic mildness of

the language in the final report of the
special investigating committee of the
New York Yacht Club on the peculiar
charges brought by Lord Dunraven
will deceive no one. Although the
committee uses a silken cord with
which to let Dunraven down, it is evi¬
dent that it considers the British
yachtsman's allegations not only un¬

founded by a jot of evidence, but un¬

sportsmanlike in the highest degree.
In the interest of international yacht¬
ing it sums up the case with no parti¬
cle of asperity in its comments, and
is obliging enough to express the opin¬
ion that if Lord Dunraven had re¬

mained present throughout the inves¬
tigation, so as to have heard all the
evidence introduced, he would have
hastened to withdraw a charge "so

plainly founded upon mistake."
After this the general opinion in

England, as in this country, can hardly
fail to be that Dunraven has been very
lightly dealt with by a company of1
gentlemen who were not willing to
allow any trace of their just indigna¬
tion to be perceptible in their treat¬
ment of the extraordinary and unsup¬
ported charges upon which they sat
as an impartial Court of Inquiry.

"Pop" Babcock, the lone Populist of
the Piatt Legislature, is t<^ make a

speech on silver and "the conspiracy
of '73" next week, and threatens to
outdo Tillman. Which h£ can't.

WATSON AND AUSTIN.
William Watson is having a great

deal more fun than if he had been
made poet laureate, and Alfred Austin
is regretting, with deep and bitter re¬

gret, the day that that honor was con¬

ferred upon him. Watson draws his
hundred pounds per annum from the
civil list, and is a free lance who says
what he pleases about whom he pleases;

and, more than that, his collection of

poems, "The Purple East," is having- a

ti emendous sale, due to the report that
the Sultan has made an urgent plea,
through the Turkish Embassy in Lon¬

don, to have the work prohibited.
"Abdul the Damned on his infernal

throne" is the line of Watson's that
the Sultan is said to have torn his
beard about. In his last sonnet Wat¬
son thus makes effort to calm the in¬

furiated Turk:
,Caliph, I did thee wrong. I hailed thee late
Abdul the Damned, and would recall my word.
The poet then goes on rhythmically

to demonstrate, in fifteen or twenty
chaste lines, the proposition that mere¬

ly damned people are common enough
in hell, and concludes cheerfully:
1 iiou, with the brightest 0/ hell's aureoles,
Dost shine supreme, Incomparably crowned,
Immortally beyond all mortals damned.

Meanwhile the Philistine press, that
should have upheld Austin in voicing
the English view of the expedition into

the Transvaal, in his wretched doggerel
"Jameson's Ride," is still scourging the
unhappy laureate. And the only he¬
roic theme for his pen in recent na¬

tional events is the death of the unfor¬
tunate Prince Henry of Battenberg,
who has been the butt of the English
press and people ever since he was

paid a salary to marry the Princess
Beatrice. Verily, the lines, metrical
and other, have fallen to Alfred Austin
in unpleasant places.

If it costs twelve thousand dollars
to convict a "firebug" with a recom¬

mendation to mercy, how lohg before
the dwellers in tenements will feel
safe?

COAL WILL GO UP.
The new combination by the presi¬

dents of the anthracite ccal railroads
comes at the end of two years of sharp
struggle, during which millions of dol¬
lars have been recklessly spent. At

present, under an agreement which is

to last from to-day until March 31,
1897, the entire anthracite output is
absolutely controlled by eleven rail¬
road corporations, whose presidents
have finally reached a "settlement of

percentages which will place the busi¬
ness "upon a profitable basis."
That is to say that there is a delib¬

erate intention to advance prices. A

tidy little advance of fifty (^ents per
ton would give 520,000,000 increase in
annual profits. The advance will not
be made at once; the partners in the
new agreement will feel their way
cautiously; but the extra profits are

too seductive to be relinquished.
And thus the public is completely

at the mercy of corporations, who are

our real rulers. It is strange that a

free people has as yet succeeded in in¬

venting no way of combining against
them.

The protest of the five tribes in the
Indian Territory against the Indianola
bill now before Congress is eloquent
and convincing. "The iniquity of this
bill," says the protest, "is revealed in
the section which provides who shall
\ ote at the first election. No part or

clause of the bill proposes to obtain
the consent of the Indians themselves
to the complete revolution of their gov¬
ernment which tne bill contemplates.
There Is to be a Legislature elected for
the Territory of Indianola, and that
Legislature is to prescribe the qual¬
ifications of electors at future elec¬
tions. The bill itself fixes the qualifi¬
cations of the first voters. It might
be assumed that Congress would con¬
fine this privilege to the Indians them¬
selves, slnqe no others have any right
to be thefe.

The Journal recently drew atten¬
tion to three recent and flagrant cases
of perjury in the courts of New
York and Brooklyn in which the per¬
jurers have been allowed to go unpun¬
ished. The same morning one of the
lowest class of scoundrels, a "stool
pigeon" who had been hired by a po¬
liceman to obtain evidence against wo¬

men of the streets, appeared in Essex
Market Police Court to testify against
four women, who had been arrested on

his complaint, for soliciting. On being
cross-examined the "stool pigeon" was

forced to admit that he was lying,
whereupon Magistrate Kudlich called
him a "self-confessed perjurer," and
inflicted upon him a terrible punish¬
ment in ordering him out of the court¬
room, setting free his four victims,
who had been locked up in prison over

night. Why did not Mr. Kudlich take
measures to bring about this fellow's
conviction for perjury? And^of what
value are laws for the punishment of
perjury if the Magistrates do not even

attempt to enforce them?

The case of Mr. John Hays Ham¬
mond, the distinguished American
mining engineer who is detained by
the Government of the Transvaal on a

charge of sedition and treason, sub¬
ject to pehalties involving imprison¬
ment a\id confiscation of property, is
extremely interesting. In the ample
dispatches from South Africa which
the .Journal has been fortunate enough
to obtain from President Krueger, Mr.
Hammond himself, and other valuable
sources, we get a very dlear view of
the situation. The authorities of the
Transvaal have an excellent chance
just now to show moderation. In the
first place, having turned Dr. Jame¬
son and certain of his followers over

to the English Government for punish¬
ment, they should npt carry their puni¬
tive measures any further. The safety
of their little Republic being guaran¬
teed by at least one first-class Euro¬
pean power, it is not likely that any
further attempts against it will be
made by the* "Uitlanders." They can

therefore well afford to drop all pro¬
ceedings against Mr. Hammond and
his companions, and show themselves
magnanimous and forgiving.

Hit of Miss Sketch.
John Sherman.

There is mueli of the Iceberg to John
Sherman, and, like the iceberg, there's
nine-tenths of him under water. Still, the
ice Is more apparent than real. It Is of
the surface. Within Sherman is warm, at
times almost tropical.
"Most folks take Sherman for cold," re¬

marked a brother Senator. "These people
ought to lift one of his griddles once. They
would lind him hot and blazing inside."
To men whom he likes.they are few.

Sherman is yielding and faithful in his
friendships. To those whom he casually
meets he is affable and kind enough. He
Is never rude or hard; never violent, even

with blood foes. For the stranger within
the gates his air is gentle and frank. He
is easy to see, and, generally speaking,
keeps himself within the reach of all.
Newspaper folk, who are sent to Sher¬

man by some stress of business, like him.
He has his dignity, but there is 110 re¬

serve. He keeps 110 distance between him¬
self and them. He will answer a question
with a round, full promptness; or say
plainly that he can't answer it and tell
why. He expedites the interview, and will
even anticipate the purpose of one's com¬

ing, and put questlous to himself.
By the grand stand such men as Sher¬

man are looked on as successful. It is to
be doubted if they share the popular view.
\\ hatever he Is or may have been, Sher¬
man has not achieved his aim. His ambi¬
tion was to be President; he made a
bride of this White House hope. And It
has never been fulfilled; he has failed, and
kept falling, until the latest chance has
swept by.
From the '60s until the Minneapolis con¬

vention of '92 Sherman hoped for a Presi¬
dency. At times the lamp burned dimly,
and again it blazed; but for thirty years,
whether far or near at hand, this swamp
light of a Presidency led him forward.
Four years ago it died and the world

turned dark to Sherman. All he had
was ashes. The Presidency had passed
away for him. It Sherman was to tell one

his exact belief in that behalf he would
say that his life had failed.
Sherman is now seventy-three years oM.

During all the years he has planned and
intrigued and studied late and early to be
President, he has witnessed it drift.by
accident rather than design.to the feet of
two others of his State. Hayes aud Gar¬
field each have had a Presidency, while
Sherman, who overtowered either, whether
in mental worth of just desert, was de¬
nied. Melancholy by nature, his old age
is made bitter by these slights.
Hayes's success Sherman received as an

expression of the accidental. He found
no fault with Hayes aud took a portfolio
from him. But Garfield's elevation he
looked 011 as a monstrous treason. For
that, quick or dead, he has ever fed, and

pampered and fattened his hatred against
Garfield. At last he wrote his book to be
a sort of printed vengeance upon Gar¬
field and those whom he held and holds to
be his betrayers.
Sherman's primal characteristics are

egotism and secrecy. He walks in all the
water and hides all his tracks as much as

maybe.
One must not blame. Sherman for the

egotism noted. He's neither peculiar nor

alone. One finds 110 violets in Con¬
gress. Modest and retiring as some of them
may look, it is true of all that some time,
somewhere, somehow in their career each
one sat down and decided that of some

175,000 people in his district he was the

proper one to come to Congress and pass
the laws. Nothing dim or reluctant in

that.
No, a Congressman is of need an egotist.

He couldn't have been Congressman with¬
out. So Sherman has company in this well
and narrowly earnest contemplation of
himself. In that behalf statesmen are ail
alike.
Speaking of Sherman's wish to be a

President, It is even told that when party
managers tendered the nomination to his
war-like brother, the General of that 11k,
the latter declined, not so much because he
didn't want it as that Brother John did.
The soldier declined to make room for the

naming of the statesman. The result
leaves "Sherman" out of the list of
Presidents.
John Sherman ever had it in his fingeKS

to write the life of his soldier brother.
Yet it is said that wbfa he actually pre¬
pared himself and Sat down to it, thoughts
of his loss of the Presidency so far con¬

trolled and ovei'bore him that he wrote his
books of resentful reminiscences instead.
The Presidency, albeit hope has perished
in the chill of repeated defeat, Is still
with Sherman the passion which rules.
Only now it prompts vitriol rather than
oil when the old gentleman meets Piatt and
Foster and other past aud present War-
wicks.
Sherman's repute for honesty is fair and

good. Yet he has grown mightily rich. The
house he inhabits and whFch he but re¬

cently built, on Franklin square, in Wash¬
ington, is worth easily a million. This is
but a tithe. The old Senator's library is
off the hall as one enters, where a parlor
is usually found, and It is there oue sees

him at his best. When his mood is amia¬
ble.for now aud then, being old, aud pos¬
sibly because he feels the tooth of disap¬
pointment a bit deeper, he is short aud
silent without being rude or impolite.he
will talk with one there for hours.
Foraker, of fire-alarm fame, is like to

join Sherman in the Senate. The old man

doesn't like this. He has no use for For¬
aker. That vivacious past master of poli¬
tics once accused Sherman of intriguing
with the ballots, and the latter, making a

specialty of revenge, has never forgiven or

forgot.
In his own State Sherman tenderly

nurses and nourishes feud with McKinley,
with Charles Foster.au "ex" of the Treas¬
ury as well as himself.and Foraker. He
has minor vendettas of a small, garter-
snake variety. But these little folk take
none of his attention. When they cross his
trail he seizes on the nearest club of poli¬
tics and kills them. Then he goes 011.

Foster's war with Sherman had a novel
seed. Foster tells the story that in '92,
while yet he was Secretary under Harrison,
and his hands were tied, he made a deal
with Sherman by which the latter
was to take the election to the Senate to
keep Foraker from pre-empting it. Sher¬
man didn't want it, and Foster did; but
Foster couldn't let drop his portfolio to
look after it, and the seat was menaced by
Foraker. So Sherman.so says Foster-
went in and was elected and occupied the
seac to the end that Foraker be headed
off. By the terms of the agreement, at
the close of Harrisou's reign, March 4
189.'*, Sherman was to resign and Foster
was to succeed to the vacancy.

It was a pretty deal, but the only part of
it which came to pass was the stepping
down of Harrison. The day to resign ar¬
rived, but Sherman remaiued frozen to his
Senate post. Nor could any argument, how¬
ever heated, which Foster could bring to
bear, thaw him free. Then Foster told the
story of the scheme and the subsequent
perfidy of Sherman in refusing to resign
Sherman said nothing, dlu nothing, save
maintain a grim possession of his place.

A. H. U

LITERARY SHOP-TALK.
Scribner's Magazine for February con¬

tains a frontispiece (engraved by Floriau
from a drawing by Vierge) which is so vig¬
orous in line that it fairly shines out from
the mass of cold half-tones to which mod¬
ern publishers condemn us. The man who
first used a lawn screen ought to have been
garroted. and he who followed with the
ruled plates of glass should have been
boiled In etching fluid. The sun-printed
photograph disfigures the world quite
enough without the help of the copper
copyist.
Colorado Springs and Manltou are pleas¬

antly treated in the same magazine, while
Mr. Prideaux's paper on bookbinding is
narrow in scope for the general reader.
The musk ox hunt takes us up to the
arctic circle again, and of snowshoes and
sledges the public is getting rather more
than enough. The number is an excellent
one, ou the whole.

Ian Maclaren without the Scotch dialect
bears second reading very well. "A Gov¬
ernment Official," in the February Mc-
Clure. is sentimental, of course, but after
the dose of cynicism and morbid feeling
which the last ten years have supplied,
good, old brimming eyes and honest, trem¬
bling voice will stand another rattle.

Lippincott's for February gives Jeaunette
Walworth's "Ground Swells" for Its long
story, and the other contributions are of
the type to which readers of this magazine
are accustomed. A certain interest is no
doubt added to these complete stories by
the fact that they are published In maga¬
zine form, and with this advantage there
comes the Inevitable overshadowing and
dwarfing of the other features of the
monthly. . J

St. Nicholas is always (delightful, and this
month "The Gibson Boy" is au especially
delightful article. Too much fuss has been
made, is beiug made, and will continue to
be made about Mr. Charles Dana Gibson,
because it is the sage practice of the world
to poison ail its clever men with flattery.
But this article is not mere talk about the
great talent and the amazing salary con¬
ferred upon Mr. Gibson by Providence and
the publishers; it is a really interesting ac¬
count of the beginnings of an artist who
had beginnings. It seems that the infant
Charles used to cut silhouettes of animals,
birds and other subjects, and these cut¬
tings, as reproduced in St. Nicholas, are

really of extraordinary merit; one of them,
that of the boy and cockatoo, is as tine and
spirited an outline as could well be im¬
agined. This was done at the age of four-
teen and shows much more natural appre¬
ciation of form than any of the precocious
work ordinarily preserved from an artist's
youth.
The Forum for February gives the rec¬

tor of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre,
the Rev. Thomas P. Hughes, a free fling
at the theatres, and Mr. Hughes does not
mince matters. He says that "The Wizard
of the Nile," at the Casino, Is objection¬
able because "the costumes of the women
seem to have been specially designed to
appeal to the sensuous feelings of the au¬

dience," and that "semi-nude chorus girls"
degrade womanhood. The remedy he pro¬
poses is that the "pastors of fashionable
churches," the leading preachers of New
York, should denounce any particular play
from the pulpit as positively Immoral, and
that It would then very soon disappear
from the stage. "A very large percentage,"
he says, "of the ordinary playgoers are

communicants of the churches, and a well-
considered condemnation of a play would
certainly Injure Its popularity."

All of which Is well meant, but if the
run of "The Wizard of the Nile" were not
at an end a great many people would go
to see It because Mr. Hughes says the
chorus girls are half nude. Mr. Hughes
thinks It Is wicked to look at a pretty wo¬

man In tights. Peace be to his mind, and
let absence from such shows make fat his
immortal soul. There are others who like
to see pretty women kick up their heels
who are not led to think of sin or sorrow

by the sight of tights, and to them be
peace and fatness of soul as well. New
York Is big enough for all kinds of
people, "fashionable churches" (the phrase
is Mr. Hughes's) even flnd pastors, and a

"fashionable church" Is as droll an enter¬
prise as anything not on the Bowery.
The midwinter number of the Century

has two striking articles, one by Stan¬
ley on the development o'f Africa, and
the other by Marion Crawford on Pope
Leo XIII. and his household. It is an

extraordinary fact that Henry M. Stan¬
ley should judge as clearly as he does
the condition of ihe Congo State. He
sees its weaknesses, he has no hope of its
Immediate colonization, and yet he justi¬
fies in a dozen lines the vast expenditure
of life and inouey by which its settle-
ment was effected.

The Arena trots out Dr. Forbes Winslow
once more, this time attached to the good
old Shakespearian cart. Ophelia's mad¬
ness and Hamlet's madness were creations
of Shakespeare's fancy, and purely symp¬
tomatic creations. Neither he nor any
of those who try to read his purpose by
microscopy ever knew just what the path¬
ological state really was.

The Whlttier article is admirable, and
Professor Parsons handles the question of
telegraph monopoly with great directness.

The Bachelor of Arts appeals especially
to men who take an interest in university
life, but it has no taint of pedagogy, and
its increasing popularity has every promise
of permanent success. Mr. Sherwiu Cody's
paper on "College Life" gives a breezy
view of the jolliest school in the world.
The first number of the Parisian, a new

magazine, priced at 15 cents, makes a good
showing. It prints authorized transla¬
tions of .tales and articles published in
French newspapers aud magazines, and
the choice is made with no little taste
and discretion.

1\nows Xo Bounds. .

[From the Newspaper Maker.]
The Journal continues to be the centre

of interest of the New York newspaper

world, its enterprise seemingly knowing
no bounds.

Tlie Festive George.
1 Baltimore American.]

When George Washington visited Annapolis,
in the last century, he generally timed his
visits so as to see all the fun that was going.
rpi.u ;i sentence we find in the local history of
\nna >oUs "To these races General Washington
used to repair, and in his diary he naively
recounts his gains on the bets op the successful
pacers."

A Serene Wood Sawyer.
[Philadelphia Record.]

Mr. Morton's liootu and Mr. McICInley's boom
seem to be in great danger of dislocation. Tbe
wrangling* and Jealousies among the New York
and Ohio leaders are disturbing the calculations
of the President makers. Meantime Thomas
Brackett Iteed sits serene behind the Speaker s
desk and sees everything going his way.

A Rapld-Fire Monocle.
[Detroit Tribune.]

What Kngiand needs most, it would seem, is
a rapid-fire monocle for Joe Chamberlain.

\

Letters from
the People.

Another Snsfffestlon for the St. Paul.
Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.According to up to date accounts of

the situation of the St. Paul, the probabilities
are that she will never get off unless prompt 1

and efficient stejis are taken to remove tlie sand i
deposited about her, and which is rapidly form¬
ing a tomb for her bones. She can be quickly
floated by a not unprecedented expedient, as
follows: First.Let the person in charge proceed
to hire every tug, large or small, obtainable
in this and neighboring harbors, lit each tug
with an anchor and cable on each bow by which
the position of each tug can be controlled when
backing into a sand liar. Start each tug as soon
as It is ready to the St. Paul, carrying mov¬
able ballast (weights of some kind) by which
the stern of the tug can be loaded down as low
as required. Second.Find the shortest route
from the ship to deep water, and decide
upon where a channel is to be made through
the ^and, then start the tugs stern foremost
into the satid to be removed. The tug floating
in the deeper water, backed stern on into tlie
sand, with an anchor from each bow, will work
its way rapidly into the sand bank. The screw
stirring up the sand anil starting it toward
the bows of the tug, and producing a current
toward deep water will rapidly open a channel
(much more rapid than one would imagine).
Ten or twelve tugs would make a sufficient
channel in a few hours. Enough tugs should
be lashed together side by side to open the
full width at once. A rait of small tugs so
lashed across the channel could go ahead from
deep water toward the ship, skimming the sur-
face of the sand and be closely followed by a
second raft cutting deeper, etc., etc. No further
details are required for the instruction of any
one tit to undertake the job. The work would
undoubtedly be hard on the shoe and rudder
shipping devices of a tug backing its way I
through a sand bar. But if the shoe were
knocked off aud the rudder unshipped, so much
the better for the work of the screw in the
sand, aud if all the blades but one of the screw
were broken off the remaining blade will do
effective service. Sand can be kept out of the 1
pumps aud boilers, but will probably work its
way into the shaft bearing at the stern. I'>ut
any competent sailor can take a tugboat home
from Long Branch to New York without either
shoe, screw or rudder, and the cost of repairs
to the ttlgs would be a mere trifle in com-
parison to the value of the great ship. For
the benefit of the hypercritical I will mention
the fact that the writer has seen a small tug.
drawing six feet of water, work its way stern,
foremost through a sand bar covered by only
four feet of water. The affair occurred many
years ago. The tug was caught in the river at
Racine, Wis. A storm brought in and deposited
two feet of sand on the top of the usual bar at
the entrance. After the storm had passed the
tug could not get out except as mentioned.
Having escaped, it steamed away for Chicago,
where it belonged, and arrived all right. It' a
Word to the wise Is sufficient, why multiply
words? SAND FLY.
New York, Jan. 20, IS'JG.

Opposed to the Red Cross.
Editor Journal:

1 don't care if tbe whole world comes down
upon me.providing it sees this, which I don't
suppose likely.I am going to express my opin¬
ion about the Armenian troubles.
The-Turkish Government is right; neither the

Red Cross nor any other body of men or wo¬
men have any right to obtrude themselves into
a country whsre they are not wanted, and
where it is expressly stifted by the governing
powers themselves that they will not be al¬
lowed. Besides, if 1 read the tales aright, it
is the obtrusion and enforcing by Americans of
their religion upon these people that has brought
about this state' of things.
Thus, in the first, last and all the time an¬

alysis of the matter, it is the American creed-
ists wio are the real murderers of the Ar¬
menians. Would this Government stand in¬
trusion like that? Would it allow the Turks to
come here and, planting the Cross and Crescent,
trv to enforce their religion upon us?
And who knows that their religion isn't just

as good as ours?
In fact, who knows that no religion at all. so

far as profession goes, isn't jilst as good as
any, or ail? There are evidences in plenty that
it is so: that the least people profess the more
truly Christian are they in all the essentials
of Christianity, charity and "doing utito others,"
etf.
And as to saving people.saving in the sense

of the lieu Cross saving, succoring them in dis¬
tress.there are thousands of women and chil¬
dren in this Country to-day who are being as
surely, but slowly, and therefore less mercifully,
murdered than the Armenians were. But no Red
Cross is agitated for them! There's no exploit¬
ing in that!
Aud the Indians? Nothing of cruelty in Ar¬

menia can exceed in its way the cruelty toward
those original owners of this soil. Driven on
and on into v closer quarters each year, faith
kept with tliem or not. according us the white (!)
man is moved or deems expedient; all the evil
ways of the whites carried to them, with little
of the good; and when they turn in the ways
taught by the whites and provoked by the
whites in resentment of some unusual wrong in¬
flicted by the whites, they are mercilessly shot
down.

But. no Red Cross is flourished for them! They
are in our own country, a country where re¬
ligion rules; and whatever is done under re¬
ligion's rule is right. Oh, religion, what crimes,
both of omission and commission, are committed
in thy name!
Mavroyeui Be.v knew what he was talking

about when he so cunningly took for illustration
our Indiaus 1n explanation and defence of his
own government's course against, obtrusion byzealots.
And have the people forgotten, I wonder, about

the Johnstown business, and that report, so
quickly suppressed, concerning tbe Red Cross
funds?
Aud is that why they are bound to go to Tur¬

key anyway, in order to show cause for keepingwhat they get?
Yours, for truth and exact justice.

SARAH F. NORTON.
Vanetten, N. Y., Jan. Ill, 1800.

C'nha ns a Health Resort.
To the Journal.
Dear Sir.Please answer in the columns of the

Journal and decide a question between friends
as to the health of Cuba. A holds that the
island of Cuba, and more particularly the. city of
Santiago de Cuba, is all swamp fevers and un-
healthful for all classes but Cubans. Trusting to
see the question answered in your paper. I re¬
main. a constant reader. JOHN ROBERTS.
New York. Jan. 26. 1800.
[Cuba is the Mecca of invalids from all parts

of the United States. The climate is hot and
dry during most of the year, the rainy season
lasting from June to September. The best time
for foreigners is from January to May. Fevers
of every degree of malignity prevail at all times
of the year, but especially from May to No¬
vember. Visitors are easily acclimpted, and
witli cat® need not be the victims of Cuban
fevers. 1

One Hiirrisige Enough.
Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.The reason women are Irritated at

the ex-President's marriage is because, however
they may violate it themselves, they cherish
the ideal of one marriage. The domestic life of
the President's family is always conspicuous,
and our interest in it is not unnatural. Then,
disguise it as we may. there is something gro¬
tesque in love; that is, to a third person. Only
youth can illumine it. Sincerely yours, G. N.
New York, Jan. 20.

Tuesday.
Editor Journal:
Deal" Sir.You will greatly oblige a daily read¬

er by answering in your Inquiry Column the
following question: On what day of the week
was February 24, 1880? T. P. J.
East Hartford, Cor.n., Jan. 11, 1896.

They Are Jlrothers*in-L,nw.
Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.Please tell me through the columns

of your paper the exact relationship. If any,
that exists between two young men who have
married two sisters, and oblige,

CONSTANT READER.
New York. Jan. 20, 1£96.

Born Under the Fins'.
Editor Journal:
Dear Slf.In order to settle a dispute, would

you kindly favor me with a decision on the fol¬
lowing question: If an American Consul is
living in England, and a sou is born while he
is living there, is that son an American citi¬
zen and can lie become President of the United
States? Is there a distinction made between
a Consul's son born in a foreign conntry and
the child of a citizen travelling abroad? By
favoring me with a reply, ynu will greatly oblige

CHARLES M'LAUGIILIN.
New York, Jan, 21, 1806.
[If a child is born under the Amerian flag,

whether on the high seas, or in any foreign
country, that child is an American citizen.]

47,.78.
Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.Please publish how many square

miles in Cuba, and oblige. READER.
Long Island City. Jan. 20, 1S06.

Can President Harrison Wed Here?
Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.Is there a law In the statute books

of the State of New York prohibiting the mar¬

riage <5f a man to his niece? If so, can ex-
President* Ben Harrison marry his niece. Mrs.
Dimmick in this State? Please answer through
vour column, "Letters from the People. and
oblige SEVERAL READERS.
New York, Jan. 20, 1896.
[There is no such iaw in this State. Mrs.

Dimmick is ex-President Harrison's niece by
marriage, being related to his deceased wlfe.J

Caught in the
Metropolitan Whirl.

Many people nvo of the opinion that
aoetry is a thing that has 110 place in thin
ige of electricity. It has long been looked
upon as stone dead, even by people who are

naturally fond of it. It is pretty well un¬

derstood b y
those who pro¬
fess to be in
the arcana that I''"' 'J
there is 110

money in
poetry except
what the pub- ii a

Ushers make \\
out of the un¬
to u s I ii esslike -

songsters who 7pj{££;cheerfully ad-
vance the price ''
of the plates.
Any such pes¬
simist would
have been surprised if ho could have heard
ihe conversation between two typewriters
in a downtown quick-lunch establishment.
One of them had a copy of Thomson's
"Seasons," of whose perennial beauties she
talked, as well as she could with her mouth
tilled with charlotte russe. H«r companion
said she preferred Byron, and went into
Bcstasies over the dreamy beauties of "The
Corsair," and the musical feeling which
lights "The Waltz" with life. Then the girl
who wafe so fond of Thomson's "Seasons."
without saying much about Byron, began
to rhapsodize ou the reflective merits
of Young's "Xiglit Thoughts," which she
said she read dally as she also did I'ollok's
"Course of Time." It may not be alien to
the story to say that, while she warbled ou
in a most aesthetic manner,, she didn't take
her eyes off the disli of stewed tripe before
her until it was empty. Then they had ten,
and it was very gratifying to the writer to
hear them go into raptures over the glories
of the high priests of English song from
Sir Philip Sidney to Tennyson.
"Ah, poetry that is poetry is not dead by

a long shot," murmured the writer, "when
these simple girls carry volumes of it to a

quick luncheon and discuss it in so appre¬
ciative a manner. Their knowledge may
not be profound, but their appreciation of
true merit.merit which Is enduring as the
tide of timt.Is something to be commended
and admired."

One peculiarity of a stage career Is the
fondness displayed by the "talent" for
the letter "y." The first real step to
greatness, the eminent artists think,
consists in twisting the orthography of
their names when given a place on
the programme. Take any play bill
from the Empire down to the Bowery
Theatre and note how the "1" and the
"e"

x
have been shelved for the more

popular aud aristocratic "y." The names
sound the same, but those containing the
"y" look vastly more beautiful in print.
Before discovering that he possessed

latent acrobatic song and dance talent of
high degree'a certain artist was known
as Frank Dillon. This honest autograph
he monthly appended to the pay roll of
the street car company for which he drove.
Now the same young man is billed for
his break neck specialty as "Mr. Franklyn
Dyllyn." He is also compelled to reach
up at arm's length in order to scratch
Ills head.
A few months ago Edith Conners made

her triumphant debut in a lady# wood-
sawing contest at one of the dime muse¬
ums. Later on she discovered that her
histrionic genius was better adapted to
tights. So now the gifted maiden is carry¬
ing a shield and spear and is known to
fame as "Miss Edyth Conyers." Others In
the- cast are Haryet Xelsyn, Mr. Wylly3
Fysclier, Kathryn Kylby, Mr. Myrtyn
Gylbyrt, Gwynu Gy fiord and Olyve
Uhynes.

The sage who ouce observed that mar¬

riages were made in heaven evidently failed
to take into account the "Sehatehen." The
latter is an important and busy functionary
on the East
Side of this
town, where
li e exercises
his wiles by
day and night.
Briefly, a
Sehatehen Is a

Hebrew 111 a n

of middle age,
suave and well
dressed, w li o

promotes mar- J"
riages with as

much serious¬
ness, if perhaps less sagacity, than is^dls-
played by money kings in floating a bond
loan. He Is a great deal of a diplomat. 'Is
the Sehatehen, aud his visiting list is some¬

thing appalling. He belongs to 110 end of
lodges and orders, and speedily makes It his
business to know all about the families of
his married friends. He also acquaints
himself with the monetary worth of pater¬
familias, and if the latter has any marriage¬
able sons or daughters be gets in Ills work,
first by delicate insinuation and soon more

openly. The Sehatehen has a neatly en¬

graved card, which reads something like
this;

Would Von Marry?
If so. call or address

Meyer Solomon,
Xo. 75 street.

Largest List of Eligibles.
Mr. Solomon's cards are spread broadcast

and his advertisement appears in the Ylfl-
disher newspapers. He plays the role of
middleman, and in cases where he brings
young people together aud a marriage re¬

sults he draws a liberal commission, some¬

times as much as 10 per cent from each
side. That is to say, if the young woman's
father gives her a dot of $500, the Sehat-
cheu's fee will be $50. Very often he will
Insist upon receiving as much mote from
the bridegroom for bringing him a wife
with so large a dowry, but if the latter re¬

fuses to pay such a liberal bonus the
Sehatehen will compromise 011 a 2% per
cent basis. Frequently the Sehatehen has
a dozen irons in the fire, and, ^n the ver¬

nacular of the sport, is playing off one

against the other. Sometimes he burns hU
lingers and is made defendant in a civil
court action, but, all in all, he tills a unique
place in polyglot Gotham.

The somewhat forward young lady who
figures on many of our boardings and who
holds a palette in front of her, failing
other covering of any kind, does not ap¬
pear to have induced the anger of the

eagle-eyed St. Anthony Comstoek, and yet
this very poster was suppressed in London,
a city far behind us in point of virtuous
denunciation and righteous wrath.

Well, Knther!
[From the Bangor News.]

The Xew York Journal has sent Murat
Halstead to Cuba. It Is safe to assume

that the Spanish officials will find it rather
difficult to doctor his dispatches.


